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2013 

• This year there were 73 election-related bills. 

• Many of them didn’t see much movement, but 
you can never rule out that a bill is dead until the 
Legislature goes home. 

• We will cover the ones that have passed and the 
ones which received the most attention. 



Overview  

• Here were some topics of the bills this year: 

– Campaign Finance 

– Signature Requirements 

– Petitions 

– Resignations 

– Election Day Registration 

– PEVL Maintenance 

– Ballot Collection 

– Recall Election Structure 



Passed:  

• Filing of a nomination paper is now the official 
trigger –no longer a declaration of intent. 



Passed:  

• For each bill you 
can follow the 
progress under 
“Bill Overview” 



Passed 

• Redefines the general election cycle as only 
including the general itself, no longer the 
primary. 



Passed 

• $488.00 gone, 
$390.00 gone, 
new limit of 
$2500.00 

• PAC went 
from $2000.00 
to $5000.00 



Passed 

• Candidates can receive unlimited funds from PACs, Parties 



Passed 

• Single source donations in the last 20 days reported 
within 72 hours of reception of the donation. 



Passed 



Some Traction 

• Recall elections would double in expense with 
the addition of a Primary. 



Some Traction 

• Passed the 
House, failed 
in the Senate 
on 3rd read. 



Some Traction 

• The 
consolidation of 
the elections 
leaves questions 
for those elected 
& if their terms 
will be 
lengthened or 
shortened? 



Some Traction 

• Requires the 
reporting of 
every phone call 
to facilities that 
will not allow 
electioneering 
and the 
attempts to 
secure other 
locations. 



Some Traction 

• In past years we have looked at the map of precincts 
that do not have a PP within their borders & those 
who do not allow electioneering. 



Some Traction 

• HOAs must allow for political signs to be posted, 
but they can limit size and quantity 

• Can go up 75 days prior, down 3 days post 



Some Traction 

• Passed the 
House,  

• Still in the 
Senate 
awaiting third 
read: 



Some Traction 

• Had to be amended to state that the elected 
official would automatically move on to the 
General along with the Primary winner… 



Some Traction 

• Passed the 
House,  

• Failed in the 
Senate 



Some Traction 

• SOME 
portions of 
this bill 
had/have 
traction. 

• There are 
MANY 
portions… 



Some Traction 

• Would have allowed PCs who lost in the Primary 
they could run as a write-in in the General 



Some Traction 

• Signature requirements based on total voters, no 
longer by party registration 



Some Traction 

• Signature requirements based on total voters, no 
longer by party registration 



Some Traction 

• JP & Municipal 



Some Traction 

• Early voting would begin 21 days instead of 26 



Some Traction 

• Early ballot request collected by organizations 
would also have to be turned in within 6 days. 



Some Traction 

• PEVL no longer on VR forms 



Some Traction 

• PEVL voters who go to polls removed 

• Does not have the exclusion of those who moved 
and may not have gotten their EV 



Some Traction 

• Foreclosed homes would result in removal from PEVL, 
but this also requires the voter to “reaffirm the 
person’s voter registration address by re-registering to 
vote” when their registration is still active… 



Some Traction 

• Foreclosed homes would result in removal from PEVL, 
but this also requires the voter to “reaffirm the 
person’s voter registration address by re-registering to 
vote” when their registration is still active… 



Some Traction 

• Hardship requirement…currently ANY registered 
voter can request a ballot during the early voting 
period. 



Some Traction 

• New EV 
affidavit 



Some Traction 

• Establishes training 
program for EV 
collection, voter 
receipt, & deadlines for 
ballot return. 

• EV collection restricted 
to: 
– Close relative 
– Someone you live 

with 
– Someone who lives 

near you (within 100 
yds) 

– An authorized agent 
by SOS or County 
Officer 



Some Traction 

• HB 2568 status: 



Some Traction 

• Petitions being provided to the SOS would have 
to be organized by county to expedite processing 



Some Traction 

• Circulator 
background 
check 
demonstrating 
ability to 
register to 
vote 



Some Traction 

• Passed House 

• Passed Senate 

• Back to House 

 



NOW THE 2 BILLS  
WITH THE MOST ATTENTION 



• This is a good practice that will be implemented 
regardless of the legislation (by some, if not all, 
counties). 



• Adds additional 
fields to the affidavit 
relating to the 
person picking up 
and delivering the 
ballot to the County 
Recorder 



• Where did this come from? 



• In the General Election two MCED employees, 
one living in South Phoenix and the other in 
Maryvale—both with Hispanic surnames, had 
individuals come to their door who: 

– Said they worked for MCED 

– Said that they were out picking up ballots 

– Asked about how the ballot was voted 

– Ran away when told they were talking to an MCED 
employee 

It is currently against the law to impersonate 
an elections official. 



• Voters felt targeted and we got many phone calls 
and correspondence. 

• This is a voter survey from the General 2012: 



• This was an email that came through the website 
this spring: 



• It is important to remember that 
voters can always check the 
status of their early ballot to be 
sure that it was received by 
MCED (but only a small % do). 

• Voters can verify that the ballot 
was received, find out the status 
of the signature verification, and 
go to the polls should that be 
necessary (if there were any 
issues with the early ballot). 

 



• It is also critical to protect the voter 
from groups who may not have the 
voter’s best interest at heart—
determining the distinction 
between a well-intended GOTV 
effort, and a political ploy to 
manipulate voted ballots can be a 
challenge. 

• Language was drawn from a similar 
law in California. 

 





THE SECOND BIG ONE 



• The PEVL was originally created so that voters who 
wanted to vote by mail for every election did not 
have to constantly request a ballot for every 
election. 

• PEVL then provides the voter with the full 26 day EV 
period in which to vote. 

• It is the most efficient way to administer the vote by 
mail portion of the election because: 
– MCED knows in advance how many ballots to mail 

– Signature Rosters at the polls are marked by system 
rather than by hand for more accurate records 



• The key here is “without the consent of the person 
who is the registrant”. 

• Political party preference, addition to the PEVL—
these are all things that occur currently without the 
voter’s consent. 

• Voters should verify their Voter ID Card to ensure 
accuracy & notify MCED regarding any corrections.  





• Independently produces PEVL request cards have 
to contain this language: 



• This poll was in 
the news a few 
weeks ago. 

• For every poll you 
see it is critical to 
do two things: 

– Margin of error? 

– Actual question? 



• This is the official press 
release from the polling 
agency. 



• +/- 4.0%   is reasonable 
• How about the question? 



• It is NOT TRUE that the time frame is 2 consecutive 
elections (a couple months), it is 2 federal election cycles (4 
YEARS). 

• It is NOT TRUE that voters who drop off their ballot at the 
polls would come off PEVL—they have voted their PEVL 
ballot. 

• It is NOT TRUE that voters would temporarily be unable to 
vote by mail. 



• Both bills had hearings & meetings with 
stakeholders in order to improve the legislation. 

 

 

 

 

Many 
amendments 

have been 
discussed. 



• The Primary is listed, how does that impact voters 
not registered to a recognized party? 

• If a PEVL voter is unaffiliated and DOES NOT specify 
which party’s ballot they wish to vote, they are not 
mailed a ballot and are not considered as “not 
voting”—they never got a ballot TO VOTE. 

• If a PEVL voter is unaffiliated and DOES specify a 
party ballot which is mailed but not voted—they 
would be considered because they did not vote the 
ballot mailed to them. 

 

 

 

 



• Progress was a standard in the Cap Times & 
Yellow Sheets: 

 



• If this passes, who would be impacted?  

• Lets look at the voters (20,462) who have been 
on PEVL since 2010 & not voted the ballots 
mailed to them by: 

– Age 

– Districts 

– Date of Registration, are these new voters? 
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These are not newly registered voters—the largest groups were 2008 & 2004 

Voters who registered in ‘08 
have had 3 General cycles 



• This is about the voters who are on PEVL who 
end up at the polls voting a provisional ballot 
(72,000 of the 122,000 in the General Election 
of 2012) and improving their voting experience. 

• This is about being good stewards of the public 
resources:  each EV packet mailed costs around 
$2 & each provisional PEVL voter costs a little 
more than $6 (EV packet mailed plus provisional 
materials & processing).    



 



SB 1493 
Omnibus—36 pages…  



Omnibus 

• Combines: 

– HB 2527 consolidation 
& polling place securing 
efforts 

– SB 1261 PEVL removal 
beginning January 2015  



Omnibus 

• Combines: 

– SB 1003 colored 
envelope, 

– EV affidavit 
changes, 

– Penalties for voted 
ballot collection 

 

 



Omnibus 

• Combines: 

– SB 1261 language necessary to be added to PEVL  



• Combines: 

– HB 2305 requirement that petitions be organized by 
county, circulator, then notary 

– HB 2305 Circulator checks: 

 



Omnibus 

• Adds: 

– Clarifying language on what is official language of petition 



Omnibus 

• Adds: 

– Signatures collected by unregistered circulators are invalid 

– Filing agents will not refuse petition or petition sheet for 
any reason other than prescribed in statute 

 



Omnibus 

• Adds: 
– Signatures are also 

invalid if they do not: 
• Have the complete title 

and official date and 
time from SOS 

• Circulated by 
unregistered circulator 

• Dated earlier than 
application date for the 
measure 

• Box for paid or 
volunteer—neither or 
both marked 



Omnibus 

• Adds: 

– Allows for the acceptance if there is an omission, 
but voter’s location can be determined. 



Omnibus 

• Removes party change elimination 
requirement for boardworkers: 



Omnibus 

• Additional requirements on the “Paid for by” 



Omnibus 

• Includes recall elections in financial disclosures & 
many other sections of statute referring to 
petitions: 



Omnibus 

Although this combines many aspects of 1003 & 1261, 
it looks like those two are still in play. 



BUT WAIT, 
THERE’S MORE! 
The Budget and AHCCCS expansion 
dips its toe into the electoral waters… 



STAY TUNED. 



& THAT’S how the sausage gets 
made! 


